BAKER COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT INFORMATION SHEET

WORKING WITH WETLANDS

Information from the

Oregon Department of State Lands

The wetlands programs are administered by the Oregon Department of State Lands.  If you have specific questions regarding wetlands, please contact DSL at: 

Eastern Region Office—Bend, Oregon 

Serving Oregon east of the Cascades

1645 NE Forbes Road, Suite 112

Bend, Oregon 97701

(541) 388-6112

You may need a wetlands permit if…

1. You have a project removing more than 50 cubic yards of material in any calendar year in a wetland or waterway.

2. You have a project filling 50 cubic yards or more in one location (no time limit) in a wetland or waterway.

3. The removal or fill of any amount of material in a stream designated as essential salmon habitat.
4. The removal or fill of any amount of material from state scenic waterways.
5. There are numerous exceptions.  Contact a DSL resource coordinator to discuss exemptions.
**50 cubic yards—the equivalent of about five dump truck loads

Internet Access:
For general information regarding agency activities with extensive information about the Removal – Fill Program and Wetlands: www.oregonstatelands.us
For information regarding removal – fill permit applications, including status of pending applications: www.statelandsonline.com
Additional Information:  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

333 SW First Ave

Portland, Oregon 97204

(503) 808-5150

www.nwp.usace.army.mil
Placer Mining/Prospecting—You may be required to obtain an individual permit or general authorization to conduct placer mining in Oregon’s rivers and streams.  The form of permission (if any) you may need depends on where you will conduct the activity and what you intend to do.  For more information, go to the DSL Web site at www.oregonstatelands.us and click on “Mining” in the left-side column or contact DSL.  To apply for recreational or small-scale prospecting or placer mining permit on-line, visit: www.statelandsonline.com.

Working without a permit—There are both criminal and civil proceedings available to enforce the Removal – Fill Law.  Removal or filling without a permit or contrary to the conditions of a permit is a criminal misdemeanor punishable by a fine of up to $2,500 and one year in jail.  Violations are also subject to a civil penalty of up to $10,000 per day of violation.  Cease and desist orders and restoration orders also may be issued by the agency.  DSL’s resource coordinators work with landowners to find ways to correct activities that may have occurred without a permit and to resolve issues without taking legal action.

Reporting a possible violation—You can check to see if a project has a permit by going to www.statelandsonline.com and clicking on the county where the activity is occurring.  If you suspect that someone is working without a removal – fill permit, contact one of the DSL offices.  Information including the name, address and phone number of the responsible person and clear directions to the violation site are helpful.  Persons reporting violations may do so without giving their name.

